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Lonies are not afked to contribute. The army 


and navy eltablifhment, it is well known, 
is neceflarily increafed fince the extenfion 
of the Britith dominions in America. The 
whole American civil and military efta- 
blithment, as paid by Great Britain, after 
the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, was, it is 
faid, only 70,cool. fterling; but, fince 
the laft peace, it amounts to upwards of 
350,0001. As this great additional ex- 
pence was chiefly incurred on an American 
account, it cannot but be reafonable that 
America fhould pay fome part of it. To 
remove every objection that other taxes may 
be raifed upon America, under the colour 
of regulations on Commerce, the produce 
of all fuch duties is to be carried to the 
account of that Province where it is to be 
levied. 

* We have now, thank Heaven, a happy 
opportunity of getting intirely rid of this 
unnatural contelt, by only complying with 
what, I think, has been fully proved and 
acknowledged to be our indifpenfable duty. 
Wherever a people enjoy proteétion, and 
the other common benefits of the State, 
nothing can be more reafonable than that 
they fhould bear their fhare of the common 
burden 

© It is much to be lamented that there is 
fo much truth in the obfervarion, that man- 
kind generally a&t not aceording to right, 
but according to prefent interett, and moft 
according to prefent paffion. In 
prefent cafe, there are no difficultes but 
what may be eafily furmounted, if men 
come together fincerely diipofed to ferve 
their country, unbisfled by any finifter 
views, or improper refentments. This, 
Gentlemen, I trutt, will be found to be 
your difpofition in this moft alarming fitua- 
tion of public affairs. Let me conjure you, 
however, not to come to any precipitate re- 
folutions refpeSting the plan of accommoda- 
tion now communicated to you. I have 
no objeétion to give you any time you 
may think neceflary for the due confidera- 
tion of it. It is, indeed, a concern of a 
more interefting nature than ever before 
came under the confideration of an Ameri- 
can Affembly. If it is adopted, all will 
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yet be well. If it is totally rejected, or 
nothing fimilar to it propoted, cr made the 
bafis of a negociation, it will necefiarily in- 
duce a belief of what has been lately fo 
often mentioned in pubiic, ¢ That it is not 
a difpute about modes of taxation— but that 
the Americans have deeper views, and 
mean to throw off all dependance upon 
Great Britain, and to get sid of every con- 
troul of their Legiflarure.’ Should fuch 
fentiments ever prevail, they cannot bat 
have the moft fatal effects to this country. 
I am, however, fully convinced that the 
body of the people in the Colonies do not 
even entertain a wifh of the kind. Rather 
than lofe the prote&tion of Great Britain, 
America, were it ever fo conttitutionally 
and allowedly independent, would find it 
for its advantage to purchafe that protection 
at an expence far beyond what Great Bii- 
tain would ever think of requiring while 
we fhow her that regard and obedi- 
ence to which fhe is jultly intitled, and 
which our own intereft and fafety fhould 
prompt us to fhew if there were no other 
conii jerations. 

‘ Taxation heing the principil fource of 
the prefent diforders, when that important 
point is once fettled, every other fubject of 
complaint which has grown cut of it, will, 
no doubt, of courfe be removed. For you 
may rely, Gentlemen, that notwithftanding 
the many inimical and oppreffive defigns 
which the jealoufies and fufpicions of in- 
cenfed people have attributed to Govern- 
ment, yet it is evident from the whole tenor 
of the letters which I have had the honour 
to receive from the King’s Minifters, that 
his Majefty and they have nothing more at 
heart than to have thefe unhappy differences 
accommodated on fome juft and honour- 
able plan, which fhall at the fame time fe- 
cure the liberties of the people, without lef= 
fening the neceflary power and dignity of 
Parliament. 

‘ God grant that the Colonies may ma- 
nifeft the fame laudable difpofition, and 
that a hearty reconciliation and harmony 
may take place of the prefent confufion and 
difiention.” 
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PRE F AC EZ, 


N the Commencement of anew Volume, we cannot 
help efteeming it an indifpenfible Obligation to thank 
our Readers for ee uncommon Indulgence and En- 

couragement we have met with during the “whole Ccurfe 
of theie Publications, as, whatever Def iciencie s they may 
difcover, in other Refpecéts, we apprehend they will find 
none on the Side of Gratitud and may i teal if 
is as much our With, as our Daty, to be able, in fome 
Degree, to merit that Favour which we have fo long and 
fo happily experienced. 


The broad Bafis upon which we formed our original 
Plan has given us little Cau‘e to make any material Ad- 
ditions or Alterations in the Order or Method of the 
Work. We flatter ourfelves we have ever endeavoured to 
pay the ftricteft Attention to fuch Objects as were moft 

likely to anfwer the great End propofed by this Com- 
pilation, viz. to mingle Inftruction with Entertainment ; 
or, as Horace fays, * DeleG@tando pariterque monendo 
and, as at our firft Setting out we employed none of a 
paltry cuftomary Arts to excite Attention and feduce 
the Judgment, the Reader may be afiured we are per- 
feGily convinced it will conduce equally to our Intereft 
and Reputation to perfevere in the fame Courfe, as the 
Arts of Puffing have generally been foun id as ineffectua 
as they are ow and illiberal. 


mm 


& It 


rene? 











PRE F-A C E, 


It gives us no fmall Pleafure to have received the 
ftrongeft Teftimonies, in a Variety of Letters, that our 
Proceedings have been approved of by Readers of Tafte 
and Difcernment. An Author, who publithes nothing 
but his own Productions, might perhaps be accufed of 
too much Vanity, if he fhould pretend to deferve the 
Approbation he was favoured with; but, as this Collec- 
tion contains not only a Number of original Pieces, but 
alfo the moft ftriking Parts of fuch new Performances as 
ftand high in public Eftimation, we hope it will not be 
thought Arrogance, if we venture to fay the Favour we 
have experienced has encouraged us to think the Labour 
and Expence we have employed upon it have not been to- 
tally unworthy of Praife. We mean not by this to for- 
feit our Title to Indulgence by laying Claim to Perfec- 
tion, as we are confcious, when we have done our beft, 


we fhall ftand in Need of Pardon. 


To conclude, we requeft the Continuance of the Fa- 
vours of our numerous Correfpondents; and hope our 
Readers will be convinced, in the Profecution of this 
Undertaking, no Attention has been wanting to render 
this Volume, from the Variety of valuable Subjects we 
fall fele€t to compofe it, worthy the fame Favour with 
which the former were received, and juftly intitled to 
the Name of THe UNiversat MAGAZINE. 








